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INTRODUCTION 

The City of Allegan, with the Public Spaces Commission and the Downtown 

Development Authority, is working to create a series of murals in Downtown 

Allegan. These street murals are part of an ongoing effort to craft a thriving public 

art environment that will enhance the downtown district while supporting our 

economic development strategies and vision for Downtown. This grant program 

is a solicitation for designs from artists that will result in public murals within the DDA 

district, as well as a solicitation to downtown property/business owners who wish 

to have an exterior rear or side wall revitalized with a mural.  

CONCEPT  

The City of Allegan Downtown Development Authority Vision Statement: 

Downtown Allegan is committed to creating a well-designed place where the 

community comes together and fosters the local economy. 

We are interested in funding murals that are:  

- In line with the DDA vision for Downtown Allegan.  

- Engaging, but simplistic enough to easily be maintained by others if 

needed. 

- Semi-permanent and will have a lifespan of at least 5 years before needing 

major maintenance. 

 

 

 



PROCESS  

The City of Allegan will work with property owners who desire to have a mural 

painted on an appropriate exterior back or side wall of their building. There will 

be a call to artists for that building, with specific requests from the 

property/business owner on content of the mural. Submitted designs will be 

reviewed by a joint committee of the Public Spaces Committee and the 

Downtown Development Authority.  Once a design is selected and approved by 

the joint committee, a formal recommendation will be made to the DDA.  Once 

the DDA formally approves the project, a date will be arranged for painting the 

mural. The property owner will be paid upon completion of the mural, which shall 

be completed within four months of the approval date.  

See below for details on the Mural Grant Program funding guidelines.  

FUNDING GUIDELINES  

This project will be funded as follows:  

- The DDA will pay 25% up to $1,000 in reimbursement costs for each mural 

created under the Mural Grant Program.  

- The minimum amount the DDA will pay is $500.   
- The property/business owner will be required to pay for the artist, priming, 

paint, and approved materials needed to paint the mural. The property 

owner/business owner must keep all receipts for painting materials and time 

in order to be reimbursed by the program.  
- The maximum the city will pay for an artist time is $25.00 an hour.  

  



PROJECT SCHEDULE  

All application materials must be signed, completed and approved by the DDA 

before work begins. Once the project is approved, it must be completed within 4 

months of approval date.  The City of Allegan’s promotions department will be 

documenting the process and promoting the artist and the Mural Grant Program 

via social media. 

DESIGN REQUIREMENTS FOR MURALS  

- Artwork shall not contain logos or advertising for any existing business.  

- Artwork may not contain any offensive material (ex. nudity, violence, 

hate symbols, swear words, drug use) 

- Applicants must stick to the approved design. Major changes to the 

design must be approved by the Joint Public Spaces and DDA 

Committee.  

- Artists may sign their name in small print in a bottom corner of the mural.  

SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS FOR ARTISTS  

Submit designs and application materials to Allegan City Hall, 231 Trowbridge 

Street, Allegan, MI 49010. Submissions sent via unofficial means such as text 

messages or Facebook will not be accepted. 

Design submittals shall include the following information:  

- Completed Artist Application.  

- Cover letter that includes a description of artist interest in participation, a 

brief summary of artist background and a statement acknowledging that if 



your design is selected, you will be able to paint the mural within four 

months of approval. 

- A drawing of the design proposal, to scale, including colors, details, and 

any necessary notes. 

- Five to ten examples of artist work, or a link to artist website. 

- Contact information for follow-up, including phone number and email 

address. *this is on the application. 

- Signed Release of Liability Waiver. 

- All submittals shall be one digital document formatted to pdf. 

Notes: incomplete submittals will not be reviewed. 

SMALL PRINT ITEMS  

The art is expected to have a lifespan of approximately 5 years without need for 

major maintenance until that time. The City of Allegan will incur the expense to 

maintain the art or employ other options to address art status at the time such 

decisions are necessary. The City of Allegan will not be obligated to maintain the 

artwork or incur any additional expenses related to its existence. 

By accepting the art commission, the artist waives rights of ownership of the 

artwork. 

The City of Allegan will own any copyrights to the artwork for purposes, including 

commercial, that they deem in their interest to utilize. 

ARTIST ELIGIBILITY  

The City of Allegan Mural Grant Program is open to all artists 18 years and older. 

  



PROPERTY/BUSINESS OWNER ELIGIBILITY  

The City of Allegan Grant Program is open to all commercial property owners 

within the DDA District. Buildings owned by non-profit organizations are eligible for 

the Mural Grant Program. This program differs from our Façade Improvement 

Program. Murals will not change the property value of your building, but instead 

will be public artwork that will benefit the whole community. Business owners who 

rent their location may apply, but the application must be signed by the property 

owner. At this time, only rear and side walls will be considered for murals. Property 

owners must complete this application, including the release of liability waiver. 

Property owners must reimburse artists for supplies before work begins on the 

mural.  

RIGHTS RESERVED 

The City of Allegan reserves the right to reject any and all applications.  The 

specific program guidelines detailed herein are subject to revision or amendment 

by the DDA.  The City of Allegan may discontinue this program at any time, 

subject to availability of program funding. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS  

This project is funded by the City of Allegan Downtown Development Authority 

whose mission is to foster and stimulate economic growth and development 

within the City of Allegan DDA district. The grant program will be funded annually. 

Projects will be considered on a first-come-first-serve basis.  

 

  



APPLICATION FOR MURAL GRANT PROGRAM:  

Business Name: ______________________________________________________________  

Property Address: ____________________________________________________________  

Contact Name: ______________________________________________________________  

Contact Number: ____________________________________________________________  

Contact Email: _______________________________________________________________  

Business Owner’s Name: ______________________________________________________  

Property Owner’s Name: _____________________________________________________  

Briefly Describe Proposed Mural:  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Please attach any materials or inspiration necessary.  

I certify that all information included with the application is true and correct and agree to adhere 

to any conditions stated herein in addition to all city ordinances. 

______________________________________________________________________________  
Signature of Property Owner / Date 
 



APPLICATION FOR ARTISTS SUBMITTING 

DESIGNS FOR MURAL GRANT PROGRAM  

Artist Name: _________________________________________________________________ 

Address of Proposed Mural: __________________________________________________ 

Artist Telephone Number: _____________________________________________________ 

Artist Email Address: __________________________________________________________ 

Please attach the following items:  

1. Cover letter that includes a description of your interest in participation, a 

brief summary of your background and a statement acknowledging that if 

your design is selected, you will be able to paint the mural within four 

months of approval. 

2. A drawing of the design proposal, to scale, including colors, details, and 

any necessary notes. 

3. Five to ten examples of your work, or a link to your website. 

4. Signed Release of Liability Waiver. 

Note: All submittals shall be one digital document formatted to pdf. 

I certify that all information included with the application is true and correct and agree to adhere 

to any conditions stated herein in addition to all city ordinances regarding this work. I 

acknowledge that I am waiving the rights of ownership of this artwork. I acknowledge that the 

work must be completed within four months of approval of this contract.  

______________________________________________________________________________  

Signature of Artist / Date  

 

 



RELEASE OF LIABILITY WAIVER  

I, (please print name)____________________________________________, representing 

(business/property if applicable)______________________________________________, 

the organization and all members thereof, hereby waive any and all rights to 

make a claim for any loss or damage against the City of Allegan, the Downtown 

Development Authority, the Public Spaces Commission, and their respective 

officials, employees and agents, arising out of participation in the City of Allegan 

Mural Grant Program except in the cases of gross negligence or intentional 

misconduct. I acknowledge that this program is not covered by any City of 

Allegan insurance policy, that myself and our organization agrees to indemnify, 

defend and hold harmless the City of Allegan, its officers, and its employees, from 

any and all claims, losses, damages, or claims of liability for damages to real or 

personal property or personal injury to any third party arising out of or proximately 

caused by the undersigned from any activity, including the cost of the defense 

of claim and attorney’s fees. Applicant will be responsible for all liability arising out 

of its participation in the City of Allegan Mural Grant Program. I further 

acknowledge that I and/or my organization shall adhere to all applicable City 

codes, rules, and policies, and that it is my responsibility to provide adequate 

supervision and safety during this event.  

 

This the _____ day of _______________________, 20____ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Signature of Applicant or Organization Authorized Representative 


